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GRAFFITI: This graffiti was discovered Sunday morning at St. David's Episcopal 
Church in Bean Blossom. Angie Amauge 


"HEIL TRUMP': The organist for St. David's Episcopal Church in Bean Blossom was 


the first to discover the graffiti Sunday morning. 


SWASTIKA: Hundreds of similar attacks have been reported around the country 
since Election Day. 


Submitted photo | St. David's Episcopal Church 


ORGANIST: This photo of Nathan Stang was posted on the website for St. David's 
Episcopal Church in Bean Blossom. 
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MUG SHOT: George Nathaniel Stang, 26, Bloomington, was arrested May 3 ona 
Class A misdemeanor charge of institutional criminal mischief. 


House of Burgess: Organist 
confesses to vandalism 

Nathan Stang, 26, charged with institutional 
criminal mischief 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Nov. 13, 2016, the first Sunday after the election of President Trump, 


parishioners of St. David’s Episcopal Church in Bean Blossom saw three 


large swaths of graffiti on the outer blue walls: a swastika, “HEIL TRUMP” 
and a gay slur. Organist George Nathaniel Stang, 26, Bloomington, was the 
first to arrive before 9:30 a.m. services. As it turned out, Stang himself was 
responsible. The night before, he used black spray paint purchased with 


cash at Bloomington Hardware. 


May 3, Theodore Adams, Brown County prosecuting attorney, issued a press 
release and a probable cause affidavit by Brown County Sheriff’s Detective 
Brian Shrader outlining the Class A misdemeanor charge of institutional 


criminal mischief. 


As I wrote in my Nov. 16, 2016 column, “In the United States of hatred,” the 
idea that an outside “paid protester” would pick Bean Blossom, an 
unincorporated community with one main intersection, is ridiculous. 
Shrader, who responded to the 8:12 a.m. 911 call, came to a similar 


conclusion. 


“T did not feel that someone simply driving by would have the knowledge 
needed to be aware [the church] both was open to and practiced gay 
marriages,” wrote Shrader. “I believed it would be counter-intuitive to 
automatically exclude the possibility that the crime had been committed by 


someone from within the church.” 


Two days later, a subpoena was issued for the Old Haggard Road AT&T 


cellphone tower, which covers the church. Stang’s cellphone used data 


there from 10:28 to 11:04 p.m. Nov. 12, 2016, which a search warrant for 
Stang’s cellphone records later confirmed. Feb. 23, Shrader and Detective 
Paul Henderson interviewed Stang at his apartment, where he denied being 
in the area Nov. 11 or 12, 2016. April 28, Shrader returned. Stang finally 


broke. 


“Stang, who is gay, stated he felt scared and alone because of the election 
results,” wrote Shrader. “He felt like he wanted to ‘mobilize a movement,’ 
but did not want to generate the amount of media attention that the 


incident had caused.” 


May 1, Stang gave Shrader a three-page statement. “I suppose I wanted to 
give local people a reason to fight for good even if it was a false flag. I of 
course realize now that this was NOT the way to go about inspiring 


activism,” Stang wrote. 


Lecia Brooks, director of outreach for the Southern Poverty Law Center, 
said the nonprofit group set up an online portal to report bias incidents, 
which it added to based on news stories. Brooks said between Nov. 9, 2016, 


and March 31, 1,863 were reported. Just 20 were untrue. 


“Tt’s a distraction to concentrate too much on false reporting and take our 
attention away from the very real incidents,” Brooks said in a phone 


interview Friday. 


I am proud of the church where I spent much of my youth. Joan Amati, my 
friend and former boss at nearby Waycross Episcopal Camp, is a 22-year 
parishioner. “I think that they will forgive him, and if he chooses to come 
back to St. David’s to worship, that will be fine,” Amati told the Brown 


County Democrat May 3. 


The Rev. Kelsey Hutto, priest-in-charge, posted on the church’s Facebook 
page the same day. “Nathan is a member of our St. David’s family and 
naturally there is a certain amount of betrayal with this act,” she wrote. 
“Over the coming weeks and days we will process our emotions regarding 
this hurtful act. ... When news broke of the incident we said that we 
have/will forgive the perpetrator. And that we would invite him into our 
midst. This presents us with a unique opportunity to practice what we 
preach. We will walk the fine line of forgiveness and welcoming into our 


midst while still holding Nathan responsible.” 


At the time, I posted with permission three online photos of the vandalism 
by parishioner Angie Amauge. They were shared more than 200 times on 
Facebook and more than 3,000 times on Twitter. I’ll forgive Stang 
eventually, though the betrayal stings. I am more upset this will cast doubt 
on victims of acts committed by outside perpetrators, which still account for 


most such incidents. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


